


Week 1

The Announcement
Luke 1:26-38

Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with You.

Have you ever received shocking news? Not just news, but news that nearly knocked your socks off. A young 
girl named Mary found herself on the receiving end of some shockingly good news, and on top of that, she 
heard if from the angel Gabriel.

 • Can you think of a time when you were shocked with good news?
 • How did you respond when you heard the news?

Read Luke 1:26-38 and see Mary’s response to Gabriel’s announcement.

 • What was Mary’s first response to the angel’s greeting?
 • What does it mean to “find favor with God?”
 • How do you think you would respond if an angel arrived with a message for you?

Jesus’ birth was not the only birth announcement made by Gabriel. Earlier in the chapter, Gabriel meets with 
the father of the future John the Baptist, Zechariah, and  fortells his birth to his aged parent. What was Zecha-
riah’s response? How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in years (Luke 1:18). This 
in contrast to Mary’s response in verse 38, “I am the Lord’s servant. May it be to me as you have said.”

Our Lord is the lord of the impossible (1:37). What he desires is faith and our willingness to obey.

The Lord’s people had been waiting for the announcement of the birth of the Messiah since Old Testament 
times. Prophecies fortold his coming, prophecies made hundreds of years before. As we begin this month with 
the anicipation of Christmas Day, let us reflect on the wonder of the annoucement of Jesus’ birth as we now  
wait in anticipation for the annoucement of his return.



God’s Unfolding Story

Unfolding God’s Story For Parents
As adults and as parents, we realize the significance 
of having children. So as we consider the story of 
the angel telling Joseph that he was betrothed to 
a woman who was going to give birth to the Son of 
God, we realize this must have been overwhelming. 
Can we possibly put ourselves in the place of 
Joseph and Mary as they met and talked about their 
separate experiences with the angel of God and the 
sudden responsibility they share?

Begin this story time with your preschooler with a 
question: “What do you think it takes to be a good 
daddy or mommy?” (Talk and share about the 
important things daddies and mommies do.)

Say, “Our story today is about the time when Joseph 
found out Mary was going to have a baby. Listen 
carefully to hear who told Joseph the news and what 
the name of the baby would be.”

Tell the story.

Talk about the angel’s message.

Pray, thanking God for sending Jesus.

Bible Story
Joseph Told About Jesus 

Matt. 1:18-25
In the small town of Nazareth lived a 
young man named Joseph. Joseph was 
a carpenter. A carpenter is someone who 
makes things from wood. Joseph loved 
God and had plans to marry a young 
woman named Mary. 
   One morning, Joseph hurried to find 
Mary. He had an amazing story to tell her. 

He explained that while he was asleep, an angel 
appeared to him in a dream. The angel told Joseph, 
“Mary is going to have a very special baby boy. You 
must name Him Jesus.”
   The angel told Joseph about God’s plan for Jesus 
to be born. The angel said Jesus would grow up and 
help many people.
   Mary and Joseph must have been amazed and 
excited as they talked about God’s plan for the 
special baby. Joseph and Mary were married, then 
they waited for baby Jesus to be born.

Activity Suggestion
Dress as Mary and/or Joseph

Use common household items to make biblical era 
clothes. Use fabric, towels or sheets to wrap your 
child to resemble Mary or Joseph. To make this time 
even more meaningful, you as a parent can put a 
towel over your head and become a character, too. 
Talk through the story while in costume. Act out 
other stories from the birth of Christ.
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Parents
Connect 1. God created everything

2. People disobeyed God.

3. God chose a special people.

4. God sent Jesus to help us.

5. Jesus began the Church.

6. Jesus is preparing heaven for us.

Bible Story: 
Joseph Told About 

Jesus (Matthew 1:18-25)
Bible Phrase: “Mary will 

give birth to a son and you 
will name him Jesus” 

(Matt. 1:21).
Bible Truth: God’s  

Son would be  
named Jesus.



Week 2

The Journey
Luke 2:1-5; Matthew18-21

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should
be taken of the entire Roman world.

Have you ever found yourself on an unplanned trip? Imagine something happening or changing and whether 
it is a good time or not, you have to go. Oh, did I mention that you are physically not up for such a trip? This 
week we rejoin the story of Mary, along with husband-to-be, Joseph. Months have passed and Mary is now 
ready to have her baby, but then news comes of an unexpected trip.

 • Can you think of an unexpected trip you had to make? Where did you go?
 • Did you take anyone with you?

Read Luke 2:1-5

Mary and Joseph were living in Nazareth, about 70 miles north of Bethlehem. Now here’s the problem, the 
prophet Micah prophesied about 700 year earlier that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem, not Naza-
reth (Micah 5:2). Now it just so happens that Caesar Augustus calls for a census to be made at this exact time, 
meaning Mary and Joseph, who were from the family tree of King David, would need to go back to the town 
of David for the census. The town of David just happens to be...Bethlehem. Isn’t God amazing? Many times we 
struggle with God’s timing, only later to look back and see that it was exactly when it needed to be.

 • How do you think Mary and Joseph felt when they took off for their journey to Bethlehem?
 • Can you think of a situation where something difficult or unwanted became something wonderful for  
    you?

As we journey through the month of December, approaching Christmas, remember that God is at work in our 
lives. You may find yourself anywhere along a difficult journey, but remember, “we know that in all things God 
works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose (Romans 8:28). The 
road may be hard, but our God will see you through your journey.



Bible Story
The Journey to Bethlehem

Luke 2:1-5 (ICB)

At that time, Augustus Caesar sent an order to 
all people in the countries that were under Ro-
man rule. The order said that they must list their 
names in a register. This was the first registration 
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. And 
everyone went to their own towns to be regis-
tered.

So Joseph left Nazareth, a town in Galilee. He 
went to the town of Bethlehem in Judea. This 
town was known as the town of David. Joseph 
went there because he was from the family of Da-
vid. Joseph registered with Mary because she was 
engaged to marry him. Mary was ready to have 
her baby at any time.

Activity Suggestion
Make Mary & Joseph

Look at the picture on this sheet. Sssist your child 
in cutting out the picture on this sheet to glue to 
an ornament, paper cup, or paper roll.
Reflect on the story as you work. 

Bible Story:
Mary & Joseph travel

to Bethelehem (Luke 2:1-5)

Unfolding God’s Story for Parents
Christmas is getting ever closer and kids are getting more 
and more excited. Begin this story by asking kids, “What are 
you most excited about happening during Christmas time?”

Explain that Mary was probably very excited and probably 
nervous about having her first baby. Let them know that 
long trips can be hard on mom’s about to have a baby.

Ask them if they remember taking a long trip and how they 
felt when they finally arrived? Where did they stay?

Tell the story.

Talk about how long before Jesus was born, a man of God 
told everyone that their Savior (who is Jesus) would one day 
be born and that he would be born in the town of Bethle-
hem which is exactly where Jesus was born.



Week 3

The birth
Luke 2:1-20

The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things 
they had heard and seen, which was just as they had been told.

“We forgot Kevin!” Does that quote sound familiar? It’s from the holiday classic, Home Alone when movie 
mom realizes in all the craziness of getting to the airport late, they forgot her youngest son. With the busyness  
that comes with the holiday season, it’s easy to loose site of what’s most important during this time. 

 • Can you thinkk of a time you forgot something important because you were in a rush?
 • Do you have a method you use to help you to remember important things?
    (lists, phone reminders, etc

Read Luke 2:1-7

Mary and Joseph had made it to Bethlehem only to find the small village packed with people gathering for the 
census. While they were there Mary had her baby. “and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped 
him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for him in the inn.” (Luke 2:7) How easy 
would it have been for the birth of a child from poor parents staying in a stable to slip by unnoticed? But God 
wasn’t going to let that happen.

Read Luke 2:8-20

 • Who was God’s choice to welcome his son into the world?
 • What was the angel’s message to these shepherds?
 • Have you ever been surprised by the birth announcement of a friend or family member?
 •What was the shepherds’ response to hearing this good news?

Can you imagine at the end of the night what it must have been like for the shepherds to sit back down with 
their sheep, the memory of the night they just had running through their minds? You see, they saw the baby 
Jesus and praised and worshipped the Lord and then spread the word to everyone they saw. How different 
that must have been for a shepherd who spent their days in the hills watching their sheep. Don’t let the busy-
ness of the season rob you of the wonder and the joy as we celebrate the birth of our savior. As you go about 
your way, take the opportunity to share with those you meet that wonder and that joy. 



Parents
Connect

God’s Unfolding Story

Unfolding 
God’s Story 
For Parents

Tell your child this 
wonderful story 
of the birth of our 
Savior. Proclaim it with 
the enthusiasm of 
the shepherds. Help 
them get a glimpse 
of the awesomeness 
and wonder of this 
baby King’s birth. Take 
some time this week 
to internalize what this 
story really means to 
you, so that you can share this joy with your child.

Remind him or her angels appeared to both Mary and 
Joseph to tell them the news that Jesus was to be born.

This story is about the people who got to see Jesus soon 
after He was born.

Bible Story
The Shepherds’ Story (Luke 2:1-20)

Mary and Joseph were waiting for Baby Jesus to be born. 
One day the king gave an order that required Mary and 
Joseph to travel to the town of Bethlehem. When they 
arrived, there were other travelers who had come to the 
city also, and Mary and Joseph could not find any place to 
spend the night. Joseph went to each inn (an inn is like a 
hotel) and asked for a room, but all the rooms were taken.
   Finally one innkeeper said, “I don’t have a room, but I 
have a stable where I keep my animals. It is warm and clean. 
You can stay there.” 
   So Joseph took Mary to the stable and made her a soft 
bed. During the night Baby Jesus was born! Mary and 
Joseph took care of Baby Jesus. Mary wrapped him snugly 

in a blanket and laid 
him in a manger. (Show 
how Mary may have 
swaddled Baby Jesus.) 
A manger was a box 
made of stone that 
was used to feed the 
animals.
   Outside the little 
town of Bethlehem, 
some shepherds were 
watching their sheep. 
Then, unexpectedly, 
an angel appeared to 
the shepherds, and 
a bright light shone 
around them. The 

shepherds were afraid, but the angel said, “Don’t be afraid, 
I bring you good news of joy. Today a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, was born for you in Bethlehem. You will find the 
baby wrapped snugly in a blanket and lying in a manger.” 
Suddenly, many angels begin to praise God. They said, 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to 
people He favors!” Then the angels left and went back to 
heaven. 
   The shepherds looked at each other and said, “Let’s go to 
Bethlehem and see what has happened!” So the shepherds 
hurried and found Mary and Joseph and Baby Jesus just as 
the angel had said. Baby Jesus was wrapped snugly and was 
lying in a manger. The shepherds were amazed, and they 
praised God by telling everyone they saw about Jesus.

 Activity Suggestion 
Make a “Shepherd Ornament”

As in previous weeks, assist your child in cutting out the 
picture on this sheet to glue to an ornament, paper cup, or 
paper roll. Reflect on the story as you work. Add the Bible 
Phrase “The shepherds praised God for Jesus” (Luke 2:20).

Using all the ornaments you have made, review the stories 
in this unit about the prophets, Mary, Joseph, and now the 
shepherds. 
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1. God created everything.

2. People disobeyed God.

3. God chose a special people.

4. God sent Jesus to help us.

5. Jesus began the Church.

6. Jesus is preparing heaven for us.

Bible Story: The 
Shepherd’s Story 

(Luke 2:1-20)
Bible Phrase: “The 

shepherds praised God for 
Jesus.” (Luke 2:20).

Bible Truth: God’s Son 
Jesus was born for us.



Week 4

The wisemen
Matthew 2:1-12

They then opened their treasures and presented him
with gifts of gold, and of incense and of myrrh.

During the Christmas season, people travel a lot. The days around Christmas are the businest of the year for 
airports. Why? Because we like to be with friends and family during this special time.  We have already looked 
at the first trip connected to the birth of Christ, that was Mary and Joseph’s journey from Nazareth to Bethle-
hem. Then there was the shepherds who simply had to come in from the fields outside of town. But Matthew 
records the journey of some others who traveled a great distance to see the young Jesus.

Read Matthew 2:1-12.

There is much we don’t know about these MAGI. We don’t really know where they came from or who they 
were. We don’t know how they knew the star represented the birth of Jesus. But we do know they traveled a 
good distance to bring gifts and worship the one who has been born king of the Jews.

 • What obsticles did the MAGI have in being able to worship Jesus?
 • What things get in our way during this season that can interfere with our worship of Jesus?
 • What is one way your or your family can show praise and worship to Jesus today?

We celebrate the Savior that came to earth to save us from our sins. We are thankful for young Mary who was 
faithful, the trusting Joseph who listened to the angel, the celebrating shepherds who shared the news of Je-
sus birth and the wisemen who traveled so far to worship the one who was to come. As this Christmas season 
comes to an end, do not let the wonder and the amazement of the Son who came to earth, was born a virgin, 
lived a sinless earthly life and died to save us all.



Parents
Connect

God’s Unfolding Story

Unfolding God’s 
Story For Parents
One of the great mysteries 
of the Christmas story is 
that of the wise men, or 
Magi. It is amazing these 
scholars from a far country 
could know a special child 
had been born and could 
travel over distance and 
time to bring gifts. This was 
just one more way God 
validated and revealed to 
the world that this was a 
once-in-history event with 
worldwide and eternal 
significance. Share your own amazement as you tell this story.

Ask: “When you have a party, whom do you like to invite?” 
(friends, family)
Say: “In our story about Jesus’ birth, it is as if God invited 
people from far away to come see the child, Jesus. Listen to 
learn who these people were.”
Tell the story.
Talk about how special it was for these wise men to come from 
far away to see Jesus, worship Him, and bring gifts.
Share the Bible Phrase, “The wise men worshiped Jesus” 
(Matthew 2:11). Say: “We should still worship Jesus today.” 
Pray with your preschooler now and regularly through the 
week.

Bible Story
The Wise Men’s Story (Matthew 2:1-12)

Jesus had been born in Bethlehem. For the time being, Mary 
and Joseph decided to make the little town their home. God 
wanted other people to know about Jesus’ birth, so He placed 
a special star in the sky. A group of men called wise men lived 
far away from Bethlehem. These wise men studied the stars 
and the Holy Scriptures. One night they were looking up at the 
sky and saw a star that was shining oh-so-bright! They learned 
that the star meant a very special King had been born. 
   “Let’s go and find this King!” the wise men said. So they 
packed their camels and went on a long trip across the desert. 

They followed the star in 
the direction it seemed to 
be going until they reached 
a city called Jerusalem 
where King Herod lived. 
   They began asking, 
“Where is the newborn 
King? We want to worship 
Him.” This made King 
Herod mad. He wanted 
to be the only King! King 
Herod asked the temple 
leaders if they had read 
about a new king. The men 
told Herod the Scriptures 
said a special baby would 

be born in Bethlehem, and He would be a King. Herod told 
the wise men to go to Bethlehem and to report back to him 
so he, too, could go and worship the new King. But Herod did 
not want to worship Baby Jesus, and He did not want Jesus to 
become King. 
   The wise men left Jerusalem and followed the star until it 
rested over the place in Bethlehem where Jesus and His family 
lived. The wise men were overjoyed at finding Mary, Joseph, 
and the special Child, Jesus. They bowed down and thanked 
God for sending Jesus. They also brought gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. Then the wise men returned to their 
home far away, but they did not return to King Herod to tell 
him where to find the new King, Jesus.

 Activity Suggestion 
Make a “Wise Men Ornament” 

Help your child cut out the picture on this page and attach it to 
something that can be hung as a decoration. If you have been 
doing these activities for the last four weeks, this will be the 
fifth and final ornament reminder. As you and your child work 
to attach the picture to an ornament or paper cup, talk about 
this and the other stories in the unit; discuss the prophets, 
Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and the wise men. This review 
will help your preschooler grasp the larger story as well as 
important Bible truths. Write out the Bible Phrase and add it to 
this week’s ornament.
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1. God created everything.

2. People disobeyed God.

3. God chose a special people.

4. God sent Jesus to help us.

5. Jesus began the Church.

6. Jesus is preparing heaven for us.

Bible Story: The 
Wise Men’s Story 
(Matthew 2:1-12)

Bible Phrase: “The 
Wise Men worshiped 

Jesus.” (Matthew 2:11)
Bible Truth: I can worship 

Jesus.


